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Cost of living, quality of life draw world leader
in foot orthotics to Vancouver

Amfit, the industry leader in technology for fabrication
of foot orthotics (insoles, medical and sports pads and
shims) is relocating its headquarters and manufacturing
operations to Vancouver from Santa Clara, Calif., reports
Arjen Sundman, company president.

The company is moving into a 29,000 sguare-foot
facility, where it will employ 50 people, according to
Columbia River Economic Development Council’s
president Bart Phillips.

CREDC began working with Amfit in July 2002 when
the company began analyzing potential locations. CREDC
followed through with Ste location, tax and licensng
information and permit assistance.

“The firm is an exact fit to the industries the CREDC
targets for recruitment—high-tech, knowledge-based
manufacturing.” says Phillips.

Amfit narrowed its search to a little over a half dozen
gtes, including three in Nevada, several in Oregon, two in
Washington and one in Tijuana.

“Vancouver isthe best fit,” says Sundman.

“Washington's tax environment, the region’s cost of
living, and quality of life issues were major factors in our
decison to move to Vancouver. Having no personal or
corporate income tax is a real plus. Workforce availability
isgood.”

According to Sundman, another plusisthat theregionis
home to many high-tech and footwear companies.

The company utilizes high technology and applies it to
medical foot orthotics and to its CussomComfort™ insoles
and sandals.

Amfit’s two main businesses are design of production
equipment for insoles and orthotics and manufacture of
insoles and orthotics.

According to Sundman, it isa $2.5 billion market.

Second half property tax bills already mailed

Clark County taxpayers should have received ther
second half tax statements by this week, reports Clark
County assessor Doug L asher.

If taxpayers who do not have their property taxes paid
by mortgage companies have not received their bill, which
is due Oct. 31, they should call the Treasurer's office at
397-6054, Lasher says.

Senior citizens, who may qualify for Senior Citizens
Exemptions, should call 397-2391.

20-foot-tall bronze tree sculpture on view at
Vancouver Landing tomorrow afternoon

A 20-foot—tall bronze sculpture of a tree that grew near
what is now Long Beach, Wash., and on which William
Clark is said to have carved his name in 1805, will be on
public view at the Vancouver Landing from 2 to 4 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 3, and from 9 am. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 4.

The bronze tree to be ingtalled north of Long Beach
was created by Stanley Wanlass and is being barged down
the Columbia River as a re-creation of that phase of the
Lewisand Clark expedition nearly 200 years ago.
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Wanlass earlier created a statue of Lewis and Clark that
stands in downtown Long Beach.

Vancouver Landing is at the west end of the Red Lion
Hotel at the Quay.

Columbia Credit Union member’s decision on
bank issue to be decided November 3

For the past several weeks members of southern
Washington's largest credit union, Columbia Credit
Union, have been voting by mail on the question of
whether the credit union should become a state-chartered
bank.

The final date for casting ballots is Monday, Nov. 3,
during a general meeting of the membership that begins at
10 am. in the Heathman L odge.

The board of directors of the credit union, which has
nearly 60,000 members, recommends voting for the
conversion.

News briefs

The continued hearing by the Clark County Planning
Commission on updates for the county 20-year Growth
Management Plan is a 5 p.m. today in the county
Elections and Auto Licensng building, 1408 Franklin
Street. eseses The Sifton Neighborhood Association meets
at 7 p.m. tonight in Fire Station 88, at the corner of Fourth
Plain Boulevard and Ward Road. seses A public hearing
before Clark County hearing examiner Daniel Kerns on
the proposed Livingston Mountain Quarry is at 7 p.m.
tonight in the Public Service Center. eseses The YWCA of
Clark County’s 12th annual benefit auctionisMay 1 in the
Oregon Convention Center. The goal is $345.000.

Thursday on the air

CVTV 20th Anniversary Gala—3:30 p.m. CVTV

WWC Soccer: Germany vs. Russia (live)—4:25 p.m. ESPN2
Humane Society Annual Dinner—4:30 p.m. CVTV

Clark County Land Use Hearings (live)—7 p.m. CVTV
WWC Soccer: China vs. Canada (live)—7:25 p.m.

Stocks of local interest at 4 p.m. EDT Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2003
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