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Brett Rogers

development group

Brett Rogers, who for thej.
past two and a half years has\
been director of business,
expanson and retention for theg
named associate director of the '§

Washington Small Business
Development Center,
headquartered in Spokane. .

Prior to joining CREDC,

Bart Phillips, CREDC executive director, credits
Rogers for helping CREDC become more engaged with
existing businesses and manufacturers and, as a result,
helping to bring in at least $13 million in new investment
in the community.

Transportation expert prescribes regional
financial planning for I-5 choke-point cure

“Now is the time for the region [Washington and
Oregon] to find ways to finance transportation
improvements at the 1-5 choke-point [the Columbia
mohility, told a Vancouver audience this morning.

The aternative is to be prepared for increased
congestion and increased economic costs, Grenzeback
stated.

“ Congestion at the Columbia River crossingsis not just
on trangportation-intensive industries. As a conseguence,
the Washington-Oregon economy is more dependent on
transportation and spends more proportionaly on
trangportation than the nation asawhole.”

Grenzeback said that the region has an efficient
airports and trade partners, the regional economy loses.

Without action, he continued, the duration of peak-
period congestion at the Interstate Bridge will double from
four hours today to nearly 10 hours in 2020. The
congestion will spread into the midday period, delaying
equally congested, he said. “ Rail congestion adds about 40
minutes to every train move, twice the delay in Chicago,
the nation’ s largest rail hub.”

The study Grenzeback conducted for the Oregon State
Department of Transportation did not suggest specific

Brett Rogers named associate director of
state small business *f!j?
Columbia River Economic
Development Council, has been §
Rogers was owner of The Echo Group, an international
economic development consulting firm.

Phillips says a recruitment process to replace Rogers
begins Friday.
River],” Lance Grenzeback, author of a study detailing
economic effects of declining Interstate 5 corridor freight
a local problem, it is a Pacific Northwest Problem,”
according to Grenzeback. “The region’s economy is built
transportation system today, but if the region loses reliable
and cogt-effective access to its businesses, farms, ports,
commercial traffic by 140 percent.

Therail network within the Vancouver-Portland areais
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fixes for local congestion, but it did allude to the proposals
already made by the bi-state I-5 Trade and Transportation
Partnership.

These include raill as wel as such highway
improvements as additional highway lanes and light rail
access across a new or expanded 1-5 crossing at the
existing location.

VE Day anniversary will be celebrated in
Vancouver Barracks ceremony Thursday

A 6 p.m., Thursday, May 8, celebration of the 58th
anniversary of VE Day, which concluded World War 11,
will be celebrated in the Vancouver Barracks auditorium.

Speakers are Vancouver Mayor Royce Pollard and
chair of the board of Clark County Commissioners, Craig
Pridemore.

The Military Vehicle Callectors Club of Oregon will
have vehicles on display.

The public event is sponsored by the Southwest
Washington Veterans Memorial Museum, a local group of
veterans who plan to raise money to create a museum
commemorating the history of World War 11 and the wars
in Korea and Vietnam.

City sets 3rd transportation finance meeting

Vancouver’'s Transportation Finance Task Force is
holding its 3rd meseting at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 14,
in the Port of Vancouver board room, 3103 NW Lower
River Road. City staff will present funding options to
address a current $14 million annua shortfall in
transportation funding.

Thursday on the air
What a Difference a Greenway Makes—3:30 p.m. CVTV
Nez Perce Memorial Ceremony—4:30 p.m. CVTV
Clark County Focus—5:30 p.m. CVTV
City Minutes—6 p.m. CVTV
Clark County Land Use Hearings (live)—7 p.m. CVTV
Yankees at Seattle Mariners (live)—7 p.m. FSN, KOTK
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