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Nurses hit Southwest Washington Medical
Center with unfair labor practice charge

The Washington State Nurses Association, representing
about 1,000 registered nurses at Southwest Washington
Medical Center, today filed an unfair labor practice charge
againgt Southwest Washington Medical Center with the
National Labor Relations Board.

The state Nurses Association has represented SWMC
registered nurses for collective bargaining since August
1998.

The contract between the nurses’ union and the medical
center expired May 3. Efforts toward mediation thus far
have failed, according to association spokesperson Anne
Piazza. However, another session with a federal mediator
is scheduled for Monday, Sept. 8.

Barbara Frye, director of labor relations for the state
association, said the medical center has openly supported a
decertification effort in violation of the National Labor
Relations Act, including providing assistance to employees
in circulating a petition to decertify the union.

Not so, answes Ken Cole, medica center
spokesperson: * We intend to vigoroudly defend the charge,
for which we believe there is no basis. The medical center
iswell aware of, and has complied with, federal labor laws
and intends to continue doing so.” Cole says he is not
aware of any decertification petitions.

Cole adds that management will continue to bargain in
good faith and will be at the mediation sesson Monday,
adding, “Management negotiation teams have been
negotiating for six months and have reached many
decisons during that time.”

According to Cole, the average pay for registered nurses
at the medical center is $55,000 a year. Piazza says that the
hourly rate for registered nurses with five years experience
is about $22 an hour.

Piazza says the sticking points in contract negotiations
aren’t current wages but a guarantee of future wages. The
nurses want to know what they will be making in future
years, she says.

Sausage lines begin forming Friday
at St. Joseph Catholic Parish

More than 2000 volunteers are making findl
preparations for the 32nd Annual Vancouver Sausage Fest
Friday, Sept. 5, through Sunday, Sept. 7, on the grounds of
St. Joseph Catholic Parish, at Highland Drive and
Andresen Boulevard.

Most of the volunteers will be cooking, selling, serving
and cleaning up after tens of thousands of visitors show up,
as they do annually. to see musical acts throughout each
day, be entertained by Haworth Family Shows, one of the
largest carnivals to tour Clark County, shop the many arts
and crafts vendors, and renew friendships in the festival
beer garden.

Apart from an evening cover charge in the beer garden,
admisson to the Sausage Fest is free. In addition to
sausage and sausage trappings, there are barbecued ribs,
barbecued chicken, baked potatoes
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Shuttle buses will be available for fest goers, who may
park a Marshall Elementary or MacArthur Middle
Schooals.

For further information on the festival and discount
carnival ridetickets, call 696-4407.

Karen Stanley to wield baton during Carmen
piece in free Vancouver Symphony concert

Salvador Brotons will conduct most of the Vancouver
Symphony Orchestra’s Riverview Symphony Under the
Stars Saturday, Sept. 6, in Esther Short Park, but retired
dentis Karen Stanley will wield the baton for Les
Toreadors from the opera Carmen. Stanley earned the
opportunity with a successful silent auction bid at the
symphony’s spring fund raiser.

There is no charge for the concert, which begins at 7
p.m.

News briefs

Dress rehearsal of the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra
at 7 p.m. tonight in the Water Resource Education Center
is free—The City/County Telecommunications
Commission meets in regular session at 7 p.m. tonight in
City Hall. The commissioners meet informally at 6:30 p.m.
with the public and the press for dessert and coffee—
InterACT discusses aging in Clark County at its First
Thursday Forum at noon Thursday, Sept. 4, in My Friends
& | Catering, 1010 Broadway. Thereis no charge.

Wednesday on the air
City-County Code Enforcement Appeal Hearings (8/14)—4 p.m. CVTV
Seattle Mariners at Tampa Bay (live)—4:15 p.m. FSN, KOTK
Clark County Focus—5 p.m. CVTV
Clark County Close Up—5:30 p.m. CVTV
City Minutes—6 p.m. CVTV
Telecommunications Commission (live)—7 p.m. CVTV
City Council Position 4 Primary Candidates—9 p.m. CVTV
City Council Position 5 Primary Candidates—10 p.m. CVTV
Port of Vancouver Commissioner District 2 Candidates—11 p.m. CVTV
Primary Video Voters’ Guide—11:30 p.m. CVTV

Stocks of local interest at 4 p.m. EDT Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2003
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