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Jim Muir hired as Clark County’s 
chief building official  

Jim Muir, Washington County building official, has been hired as chief building official by the Clark 
County Department of Community Development. 

In Washington County, Muir worked his way up from building inspector to plans examiner to building super-
visor. As Washington County’s building official, he supervised a staff of 66 employees. Muir also had been a pri-
vate contractor for ten years. He is a graduate of the University of Phoenix. 

Clark County remains one of the fastest growing counties in the northwest. Last year, the county staff re-
viewed plans for over half a billion dollars in new construction and conducted over 75,000 building inspections.  
Tonight’s concert has international flavor 

Florin Totan, conductor of the Romanian Valcea Philharmonic Orchestra, is guest conductor of the Clark 
College Orchestra in its free concert at 7:30 p.m. tonight in The Royal Durst Theatre in the Vancouver School of 
Arts and Academics. 

The piano soloist is Antonio DiCristofano, Grosetto, Italy. 
The concert includes Schumann, Bartok, Borodin and Enescu. 
As part of an international exchange, Clark College Orchestra music director Don Appert will conduct the 

Valcea Philharmonic Orchestra later this month in Romania, and in October he will conduct the Orchestra Sinfo-
nica Citta di Grosetto in Italy.  

While the concert is free, donations will be accepted at the door for the Clark College music scholarship 
fund.  
North county properties getting reappraised 

Appraisers from the Clark County Assessor’s Office has begun physical inspections of residential property in 
rural areas of Clark County north of Vancouver and in rural areas around Ridgefield, La Center, Woodland and 
Battle Ground. 

The physical inspections are exterior observations of properties that will be used to identify changes to land 
or building characteristics that might affect value. Property photographs will also be updated. Land records and 
assessed values will be changed, as appropriate, following the inspections.  

The Assessor’s Office physically inspects one-sixth of the county’s residential properties each year. 
Farmers Market opening  
in Columbian parking lot 

When the Vancouver Farmers Market opens its 15th season at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 26, it will be opening 
in a temporary location in The Columbian’s parking lot, just two blocks of its regular location on Esther Street 
next to Esther Short Park. 

The market will pay the Columbian $5 a month for the privilege. When some current market vendors move 
to permanent year-round facilities in Esther Short Commons facing their former location, they will be paying 
$800 a month each.  

Reconstruction of Esther Short along the west side of the park precludes the market from being there until 
mid-summer.  
Auditor Greg Kimsey celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day with supporters 

Clark County auditor Greg Kimsey will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 16, in Club 
Green Meadows, 7703 NE 72nd Avenue. 

Everyone is welcome, including children, says Kimsey of his annual fundraising function. He says great food 
and libations are on tap and musical entertainment will include Irish step dancers. For further information, call 
521-6685. 
Women Who Weld art piece to be reviewed 
by Vancouver Cultural Commission today 

The Vancouver Cultural Commission this evening will review a recommendation for a public piece of art 
honoring women welders and the World War II Vancouver Kaiser Shipyards in a public meeting at 6 p.m. in City 
Hall. 

The piece of art, which would be part of Vancouver’s  August 2005 commemoration of World War II, would 



be placed along the Columbia River waterfront. Vancouver was one of six communities in the United States des-
ignated as official sites for the national commemoration. 
News brief 

Port of Ridgefield commissioners meet in regular session at 6 p.m. this evening in port offices at 111 W. Di-
vision Street.  

 
          Wednesday headlines from at home and around the world: 

Looks like voter approving Battle Ground bonds for new elementary and middle schools, turning down bonds for 
new high school--Columbian, Amy McFall Prince 
Citizen group worried that Camas-area residents aren't aware of unexploded ordnance at Camp Bonneville, rec-
ommends beefing up fence--Oregonian, Foster Church 
St. Helens rubbernecks swarm over Andersen Road and Washington State University Vancouver campus, Co-
lumbian, Kelly Adams and Amy McFall Prince 
Michaela Frick gets surprise when her father, Jason shows up in her first grade classroom after being gone a year 
in Iraq--Columbian, Amy McFall Prince 
C-TRAN adopts smaller budget--Columbian, Erin Middlewood 
Ed Vitinghoff gets credit for Nixon photo on CBS tonight--Columbian, Mike Bailey 
Middle class shrinking; education is the answer--Columbian, Tom Koenninter 
Drought may be worst since 1992--Seattle P-I, Tom Paulson 
Pro-Syrian prime minister set to return in Lebanon--New York Times, Jad Mouawad 

  Wednesday on the air 
 
Cowlitz Casino Intergovernmental Roundtable— 4 p.m. CVTV 
Clark County Focus— 6:30 p.m. CVTV 
Telecommunications Commission (3/2)— 7 p.m. CVTV 
Chicago at the Portland Blazers (live)— 7 p.m. KXL, KXMG 
Our Religious Communities: Diversity or Adversity?— 9:30 p.m. CVTV 

  Town Tabloids and the weather  

Scott Harris giving long-time Cubs fan a new name. ? Richard Bernheimer talking 20-20. ? Tena Wolski 
sending invitations. ? Jon Pound and Kyle Kendall doing fence mending. ? Christy Drake helping other 
AOLers ? Wednesday, late light showers still possible, mostly sunny, 65. Thursday, warming again, mostly 
sunny, 70. Friday, good chance of more sunshine, 68.  
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