
dailyinsider.info 
THURSDAY, March 22, 2007 

The Daily Insider is published by Tony Bacon 7007 Corregidor Rd. Vancouver, WA 98664. (360) 696-1077. Fax 
694-9886. E-Mail tony@dailyinsider.info. Annual subscription, $335.00. Free to all retired persons.  

Innovative Services NW names 
Caring Heart Award winners 

Six individuals and three organizations are winners of Caring Heart Awards, presented annually by Innova-
tive Services NW, which each week, through five agencies, serves over 950 children, adults and families with 
disabilities and social disadvantages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandee and Al Kirkwood, founders of For the Children, who recently provided a $250,000 match gift to 
Innovative Services NW’s A Future for All capital campaign, were named winners of the organization’s Chair-
man of the Board Caring Heart Award. 

Monica Meyer, coordinator and co-chair of Education Service District 112 Regional Autism Consulting 
Cadre, was named Community Advocacy Caring Heart Award Winner. Meyer is a member of the state Caring 
for Washington Individuals with Autism Task Force, chair of the Clark County Interagency Coordinating Coun-
cil, a member of the Board of Directors for Autism Community Services and past president of the Autism Soci-
ety of Washington.  

Kassie Fisk, chair of Innovative Services NW Development Advisory Board and live auction chair of the 
organization’s annual Care Affair Auction, was named winner of the Board of Directors Caring Heart award.  

Bronze artist Jim Demetro, who annually donates sculpture for the Care Affair Auction, was named the 
Hometown Caring Heart Award winner.  

Rhonda Peterson earned the EveAnn Classen Leadership Caring Heart Award for the work she has done as 
a member of Innovative Services NW board of directors for the past 20 years. A high school child development 
teacher, Peterson is member of Vancouver Children’s Therapy Center Advisory Board.  

The Assistance League of Southwest Washington was named Innovative Services NW’s Children’s Caring 
Heart Award winner. Cinetopia, luxury eight-screen movie theater and entertainment complex, won the Employ-
ment Caring Heart Award. The Equity Group Foundation, which during 2006 contributed $146 to local area non-
profit organizations, earned the Innovative Services NW Development Caring Heart Award. 

The awards will be presented during the 5th annual Caring Heart Awards Dinner Saturday, March 31. For 
further information on the dinner, call Michael Wilson, 823-5177. 
Bryon Hanke appointed to national  
power policy makers council 

Bryon Hanke, elected to the board of directors of Clark Public Utilities in 2002, has been ap-
pointed to a three-year term on the American Public Power Association’s Policy Makers Coun-
cil. APPA is a Washington D.C.-based national service organization representing more than 
2,000 nonprofit, community owned electric utilities serving over 44 million customers.  
Hanke also is a member of the boards of directors of the Northwest Public Power Association 
and the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association. 
A Clark County native, Hanke is a retired executive director of the Port of Vancouver, where 
he served 15 years. He previously had served in a number of management positions with Clark 
Public Utilities prior to going to the port.  
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 Southwest Washington Medical Center 
earns sixth 100 Top Hospital designation 

For the sixth time in 14 years, Southwest Washington Medical Center has been named one of the nation’s top 
100 hospitals. 

SWMC is the only hospital in Vancouver-Portland metropolitan area to earn the award for 2006. The medical 
center is one of only 40 hospitals in the United States to have earned the highly prized designation six times, put-
ting SWMC in the top 1 percent of 3,000 hospitals nationwide. 

The designation, presented annually by Solucient 100 Top Hospitals, measures hospitals in nine key per-
formance areas. SWMC CEO and president Joe Kortum said: “I love this award because you can’t buy your way 
into this exclusive club of high performing hospitals. The award is an independent assessment of the outstanding 
team of professionals and volunteers working in concert to raise the bar on quality, safety and patient satisfac-
tion.” 

According to Kortum, 100 Top Hospital award winners treat more patients per bed at a lower cost than non-
winning hospitals, pay $3,200 more in salaries and benefits to full-time employees than non-winning hospitals, 
and have profit margins nearly three times higher than average. 
Calendar 

A Native American blessing of the abundance of Clark County water opens the 6:30-to-9 p.m. World Water 
Day Forum this evening in the Water Resources Education Center, 4600 SE Columbia Way. Presenters are Gary 
Boe, Daniel Barnett, Jerry Rollings, Ed Heidt and Glen Waller. There is no charge. ? The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe, directed by Jaynie Roberts, is being presented by the Magenta Theater Company in the First 
Baptist Church, 108 W. 27th Street. Show times are 7 p.m. this evening and Friday, March 23, and 3 p.m. Satur-
day, March 24. Admission is $10 to $13, slightly higher at the door. For reservations, call 635-4358.  

 
                           Thursday on the air 
 

   Portland Blazers at New York (live)— 4:30 p.m. FSN, KXL 
   Clark County Land Use Hearings (live)— 6 p.m. CVTV 
   GOP Lincoln Day Dinner  (2/10)— 10:45 p.m. CVTV 
 
                                                          Town Tabloids and the Weather 
 
Marvin Case thinking idleometers. ? Cathy Green successfully making rounds. ? Steve Harris great 
example of good fortune. ? Steve Stuart eschewing contagion. ? Dawn Johnson, all about heart. ? 
Cathy Green, making very early rounds. ? Thursday, mostly cloudy, chance of late showers, 59. Fri-
day, mostly cloudy, 63. Saturday, showers likely, 58. 
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